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twenty-four-hour shift. In short, as Shaw says: *There is
no end to the astonishing things that may happen when the
curse of Adam first becomes a blessing and then an in-
curable habit/ The opportunity to make work a blessing
for all instead of a curse to most, is vouchsafed to man to-day
for the first time in the known history of the world: for,
whilst the menial labour of providing the material supplies
of life are carried out to-day as they were in previous
civilizations, by slaves, to-day the slaves can be, if we wish,
not human ones at all, as they were in Egypt, Rome, and
Greece, but mechanical ones of electricity and steel which
can work efficiently for twenty-four hours a day, rarely go
sick or on strike, and have no aspirations to godhead.
We now come to the keystone which holds together the
whole arch of Shaw's economic thought. For his opinions
about money, poverty, and work are, after all, only gloriously
and emphatically stated affirmations of what in an age of
potential abundance should have been obvious long ago.
His keystone is more than this: it is the affirmation of a
principle. Shaw calls attention to it a great number of
times, using all sorts of homely metaphors and similes to
impress it on our minds. For instance, he asks: 'Are you
pulling your weight in the social boat ?' Perhaps the most
dogmatic and comprehensive of all his descriptions of this
keystone is the following:' The most important simple funda-
mental economic truth to impress on a child in complicated
civilizations like ours is the truth that whoever consumes
goods or services without producing by personal effort the
equivalent of what he or she consumes, inflicts on the com-
munity precisely the same injury as a thief, and would, in
any honest state, be treated as a thief, however full his or
her pockets might be of money made by other people/
One may note in passing that Shaw, again writing loosely,
means money earned or acquired by other people, for the
only makers of money, of course, are the Master of the
Royal Mint and the banking system, and if any one else is
caught making money he becomes His Majesty's guest for
an inconveniently long period. I suppose the misleading
phrase about * making money* is in such common use
because so many people come by money without earning it.
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